THE  FRANKFORT  DIET  OF  PRINCES

officers in the neighbourhood. The whole affair can be
settled in a quarter of an hour. I must ask you to allow
me to write a few lines concerning the origin of the quar-
rel, and I expect you to sign the note with me, that my
King may not deem me a bully whom the diplomatic busi-
ness of his master leads to a duel/

While I was writing, my colleague walked up and
down behind me with hasty strides. During that time
his anger evaporated, and he regarded more calmly the
situation that he had brought about. I left him with the
words that I would send Herr von Oertzen, the Mecklenburg
ambassador, to him, as my second to negotiate further.
Through Oertzen's mediation the quarrel was made up.

It is interesting too to mention how I afterwards
gained the confidence of this irascible though honourable
man, and perhaps, when we had both become ministers,
his friendship. During a business visit which I paid him,
he left the room to make some change in his dress; he
put into my hands a dispatch which he had just received
from his government and asked me to read it. I con-
vinced myself from the contents that Rechberg had made
a mistake, and had given me a document that certainly
related to the matter in question, but which was intended
for his eyes alone; it had obviously been accompanied by
a second document which was to be shown. When he
returned I gave him back the dispatch with the remark
that he had made a mistake and that I would forget what
I had read; as a matter of fact I preserved an absolute
silence in regard to his blunder, and neither in dispatches
nor in conversation did I make even an indirect use of the
secret document or of his slip. Thenceforth he placed in

me every confidence,
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